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TERMINOLOGY 
ENGLISH DEFINITION ENGLISH NOTES Synonym ACRONYMS

1 Act
Spatial Data Infrastructure Act, 2003 (Act 

No 54 of 2003), as amended

2 Agent

an independent contractor or person 

engaged in the exercise of a public power or 

performance of public function

3
Attribute Dataset 

Custodian

An organ of state, appointed bt the CSI, that 

has a mandate to capture, collect, maintain, 

manage, integrate and distribute an attribute 

dataset.

DCus(A)

4
Base Attribute 

Dataset Custodian

An organ of state, appointed bt the CSI, that 

has a mandate to capture, collect, maintain, 

manage, integrate and distribute an base 

attribute dataset.

BDCus(A)

5 Base Dataset

those themes of spatial data that have been 

identified by the Committee as base 

datasets and which have been captured or 

collected by a base data custodian.  They 

should constitute the minimum set of 

essential data that are widely used as a 

reference base at various geographic 

extents

Spatial information vs. spatial data?

Interchangeable use of terminology (core, 

base, fundamental) and international 

alignment.

The requirement to define administrative vs 

geographic vs spatial extent.

Extending the term to include private sector 

datasets. those themes of spatial information 

that have been identified by the Committee as 

base datasets and which have been captured 

or collected by a data custodian

BD

6
Base Dataset  

Coordinator

An organ of state that has been appointed by 

the CSI to coordinate the contributions of 

multiple base dataset custodians for a 

particular base dataset.

Appointment criteria: 

In-depth knowledge of the subject matter: 

Technical, managerial & strategic knowledge 

and the value chain relevant to the base 

dataset; 

Professional Expertise: Registration with 

appropriate professional body;

Independent entity: No bias as coordinator.

BDCo

7 Base Dataset Curator

An organ of state, appointed by the CSI,  that 

has a mandate to curate a base dataset for 

South Africa that are acquired from other 

entities. 

BDCur

8
Base Dataset 

Custodian

An organ of state, appointed by the CSI, that 

has a mandate to capture, collect, maintain, 

manage, integrate and distribute a base 

dataset.

Entity must have a mandate (directed via 

legislation?). Are alternative sources 

(academic, NGOs, commercial) considered 

as data custodians?

The discussion point was whether this 

definition is for government only or is it 

generic? If the latter the original definition 

must be retained.

The current definition excludes the other 

components of the value chain, which are 

resoure provider, owner, user ... (refer to NF 

doc)

BDCus

9
Base Dataset Theme 

Coordinator 

An entity appointed by CSI to coordinate a 

base dataset theme
BDTCo

10
Base Spatial Dataset 

Custodian 

An organ of state, appointed bt the CSI, that 

has a mandate to capture, collect, maintain, 

manage, integrate and distribute a base 

spatial dataset.

BDCus(S)

11 Committee

the Committee for Spatial Information 

established by section 5 of the SDI Act No 

54 of  2003 

12 Compliance
generally means compliance with laws and 

regulations

13 Conformance

degree to which information or a service 

conforms to the standards and prescriptions 

determined in terms of this Act

14
Contributing 

Custodian

An entity which contributes to a base dataset 

in terms of  an agreement with a Base 

Dataset Custodian.

15 CSI

the Committee for Spatial Information, 

established in terms of section 5 of the SDI 

Act no 54 of 2003

16
Data Collection 

Project Register

the technical system provided by the 

Department for managing all geospatial data 

projects of national interest

Collection or Capture

17 Data Distributor 
any person or body who supplies spatial 

information on behalf of a data custodian

18 Dataset
an identifiable collection of related geospatial 

data

Information and data is used interchangeably.  

Should this be "dataset"?

19 Dataset Custodian

An organ of state, appointed by the CSI, that 

has a mandate to capture, collect, maintain, 

manage, integrate and distribute a dataset.

DCus

20 Dataset Custodian

An organ of state, appointed by the CSI, that 

has a mandate to capture, collect, maintain, 

manage, integrate and distribute a dataset.

Dcus

21 Dataset Quality
degree of conformance to a dataset 

specification 

the degree to which spatial information, which 

has been captured or collected, satisfies 

stated or implied needs, and includes details 

about lineage, completeness, currency, 

logical consistency and accuracy 

22 Dataset Specification 

detailed description of a dataset together 

with additional information that will enable it 

to be created, supplied to and used by 

another party

This should cover the reliability , quality , 

usability, currency and accuracy

Terminology in the SDI Act, regulations, policies and guidelines

As at: 15 July 2021



23 Department

the Department of Rural Development and 

Land Reform (DRDLR), Department of 

Agriculture and Land Reform and Rural 

Development (DALRRD) or its successor in 

title (formerly the DRDLR and  Department 

of Land Affairs, as specified in the SDI Act)

DRDLR / 

DALRRD

24 Derived Dataset
any dataset derived from other datasets that 

may not necessarily be base datasets

"Derived dataset" lies outside the bounds of 

the SDI Act.
Value added dataset

25 Director-General the Director-General of the Department

26
Electronic Metadata 

Catalogue

Technical system as part of SASDI for the 

capture and dissemination of metadata 

records of spatial information 

EMC

27 Features
geographic phenomena having common 

characteristics

28
Geographical 

Information System

a system for storing and manipulating 

geographical information on computer
Lexico GIS

29
Geospatial 

Information

spatial information as defined in section 1 of 

the Act

synonym for geographical information?                                      

Information vs. data conundrum                

Spatial  vs geospatial    vs geographical 

Spatial data or spatial information; Spatially-

referenced data or spatially-referenced 

information; Geo-spatial data, geospatial 

data, geo-spatial information or geospatial 

information; Geographical data or 

geographical information; Geographic data 

or geographic information; Geographically 

referenced data or geographically 

referenced information; Geo-referenced 

data or georeferenced information; Geo-

data, geodata, geo-information or 

geoinformation; Land data or land 

information; Cartographic data or 

cartographic information; Map data or map 

information; GIS data or GIS information

30

Information and 

Communication 

Technology

processing data using computers and 

moving data between computers (integrating 

computers and telecommunications)

ICT

31 Maintenance

when used in relation to spatial information, 

means-

 the updating or modification of spatial 

information to ensure that it meets its 

specification 

32 Member
a member of the Committee or its successor 

in title 
member of the council 

33 Metadata

a description of the content, quality, 

condition and other characteristics of a 

resource, including data and services

34 Minister

the National Minister responsible for Rural 

Development and Land Reform or their 

successor in title (formerly Land Affairs, as 

specified in the SDI Act)

35 Organ of State

an organ of state as defined in section 239 

of the Constitution of the Republic of South 

Africa

36

Policy on Pricing of 

Spatial Information 

Products and 

Services

ensures that informed decisions with the  

pricing of spatial information in the public 

sector is consistantly applied.

37 Service (Consulting) 

provide expert advice on geospatial 

information, applications, systems and 

related matters

38
Service (Geospatial 

Information)

supply and maintain geospatial information to 

meet the needs of users

38 Service (Web)

distinct part of the functionality that is 

provided by an entity (something that has 

separate and distinct existence and 

objective or conceptual reality) through 

interfaces (named set of operations that 

characterize the behaviour of an entity)

ISO 19119:2016(E)

40
South African Bureau 

of Standards

the South African Bureau of Standards as 

referred to in section 3 of the Standards Act 

(Act No 8 of 2008), responsible for the 

development, promotion and maintenance of 

South African National Standards, the 

promotion of quality in connection with 

commodities, products and services, and the 

rendering of conformity assessment 

services and matters connected therewith

SABS

41
South African Spatial 

Data Infrastructure

the South African Spatial Data Infrastructure 

established by section 3 of the SDI Act
SASDI

42

Spatial Data 

Infrastructure Act, 

No.54 2003

the Spatial Data Infrastructure Act, 2003 

(Act No. 54 of 2003), as amended
SDI Act

43
Spatial Dataset 

Custodian 

an organ of state, appointed bt the CSI, that 

has a mandate to capture, collect, maintain, 

manage, integrate and distribute a spatial  

dataset.

DCus(S)



44
Spatial Information 

Product

spatial information prepared in a manner 

ready for dissemination to users either in 

digital or hard copy form 

a map is a product  but a product does not 

have to have a map

Spatial data or spatial information; Spatially-

referenced data or spatially-referenced 

information; Geo-spatial data, geospatial 

data, geo-spatial information or geospatial 

information; Geographical data or 

geographical information; Geographic data 

or geographic information; Geographically 

referenced data or geographically 

referenced information; Geo-referenced 

data or georeferenced information; Geo-

data, geodata, geo-information or 

geoinformation; Land data or land 

information; Cartographic data or 

cartographic information; Map data or map 

information; GIS data or GIS information

45 Standard

as defined by the Standards Act, 2008, 

means a document that provides for 

common and repeated use, rules, guidelines 

or characteristics for products, services, or 

processes and production methods, 

including terminology, symbols, packaging, 

marking or labelling requirements as they 

apply to a product, service, process or 

production method

46 Subcommittee

a subcommittee established by the CSI in 

terms of section 10 of the SDI Act no 54 of 

2003

 This will change with the amendment of the 

Act

47 this Act 

includes any regulation made or notice 

published in terms of this SDI Act No 54 

2003

48 User

any person who has obtained access to 

spatial information in order to use such 

information

a user could be legitimate or illegitimate                                        

a user could be any individual or a group of 

people or an organisation using spatial 

information                                      

49 Spatial Data

Adopt spatial information definition.

Note:  Any data that is geographically 

enabled.

alternate = geospatial data.  means any data 

in respect of a specific location or 

geographic area

50 Spatial Information

alternate = geospatial information : aligns 

to international standards.

relative to the earth surface, including the 

3D nature of the data. Suggest to include 

geospatial in terminology, but not 

necessarily replace spatial in legislation, 

policy, etc.

information related to place, space and more 

specifically, information about spatial objects 

or features and their attributes, and includes 

geo-spatial information and geographic 

information

information about spatial objects or features 

and their attributes, and may otherwise be 

referred to as geospatial information or 

geographical information


